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A is for Academic
The A is for Academic, can everyone see that ok? The A is for Academic – it’s our role in developing graduate attributes, and when I spoke to one of my colleagues and said I was going to do this today, the response I got was “yeah, and the ‘P’s not pastoral”. And I thought, crikey, that came back really sharply at me and I felt, wooo, there’s strong feelings in here. 

So I think it might be worth just thinking about that.

[00:32-00:36 inaudible]

Mentors, not mates. Advocates not aunties. This is the kind of message I got – everything I’ve got here, I took from my colleagues. A major challenge for any PAT appears to be drawing the line between the student expectations, employer expectations, their own desire to support a student, and the role they have in developing graduate attributes. 

I think it’s really important to not forget that we actually are, most of us - some of us, caring people and we want to be able to do as much as we can for our students. The trouble is, that much like as a mother, I know with my children, if I gave them too much, they just take some more. And it was about deciding, “No, it stops here”. It’s quite a hard thing to do, because it is about what’s the norm.  

So what I wanted to do today was to examine expectations of the PAT. How we perceive people, what we perceive people expect of us. And to share our experiences. What are the challenges? Where are the issues that make the PAT job particularly challenging? And also, what works to put it right? How can we support, not just support PATs but how can we find for ourselves? As a PAT myself I find myself in this big hole sometimes. What would work to help me avoid falling into that pit of overdoing the kindness or developing expectations that are inappropriate? 
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